
Virtual Learning: Monday Marine Mammals 

6th-8th Grade Activity 

 

1. Marine mammals are classified into four different taxonomic groups. Review this article 
(https://www.noaa.gov/education/resource-collections/marine-life/marine-mammals) and 
give an example or two from each group. 
 
Cetacean: 

Pinniped: 

Sirenian: 

Marine Fissped: 

 
2. A Polar Bear is a Marine Fissiped, but some argue it should not be considered a marine 

mammal as it spends less time in the ocean than other marine mammals. Do you think 
that Polar Bears should be classified as a marine mammal? Why or Why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.noaa.gov/education/resource-collections/marine-life/marine-mammals
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3. Whales do have hair. Where on the whale can you find hair? (hint: the answer is right 
under your nose) This article will help you answer this question 
https://www.whalesoficeland.is/post/do-whales-have-hair  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bonus Activity: Hypothesize why whales have hair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Bonus Question: If you were a research scientist how could you research and test your 
hypothesis? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.whalesoficeland.is/post/do-whales-have-hair
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4. Marine Mammals Vocabulary Crossword Puzzle 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


